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Lakon language 


Lakon [lakon] is an Oceanic language, spoken on the west coast of 
Gaua island in Vanuatu. 
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Names 


Lakon is named after the area where it is spoken, also known as 
Lakona Bay, which encompasses the west coast of Gaua. It is 
sometimes referred to as Lakona (after its name in Mota). Its former 
dialects include Qatareu ( Qatarew ), Vure ( Vure ), Toglatareu, Togla. 

Phonology 


Lakon has 16 phonemic vowels. These include 8 short /i I £ se a D u 
u/and 8 long vowels/i: i: £: se: a: d: u: u:/J 3 ^ 


Lakon vowels 



Front 

Back 

Near-close 

i ■ i: 

u ■ u: 

Close-mid 

i ■ i : 

u ■ u: 

Open-mid 

e ■ e : 

do: 

Near-open 

ae ■ ae: 


Open 

a ■ a: 


Lakon 

Vure 

Native to 

Vanuatu 

Region 

Gaua 

Native speakers 800 (2012)W 

Language 

family 

Austronesian 

■ Malayo- 
Polynesian 


■ Oceanic 


- Southern 
Oceanic 


■ Vanuatu 


■ North 
Vanuatu 


■ Torres- 
Banks 


■ Lakon 

Language codes 

ISO 639-3 

lkn 

Glottolog 

lakol245 (htt 

p://glottolog.o 

rg/resource/lan 


guoid/id/lakol2 

45) [2] 


Historically, the phonemicisation of vowel length originates in the compensatory lengthening of short 
vowels when the alveolar trill /r/ was lost syllable-finallyj 4 ' 


Grammar 

































The system of personal pronouns in Lakon contrasts clusivity, and distinguishes four numbers (singular, 
dual, trial, plural) 

Spatial reference in Lakon is based on a system of geocentric (absolute) directionals, which is typical of 
Oceanic languages.^ 
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External links 


■ Portions of the Book of Common Prayer (http://anglicanhistory.org/oceania/lakonal897.html) in 
Lakon from Project Canterbury 

■ A book of traditional stories, monolingual in Lakon language (http://alex.francois.online.fr/AF-lit 
eracy-stories-e.htm) (site of linguist A. Frangois) 

■ Detailed list and map of the Banks and Torres languages, showing range of Lakon (http://alex.f 
rancois. online. fr/AF-f ield.htm). 






■ Audio recordings in the Lakon language (https://pangloss.cnrs.fr/corpus/list_rsc_en.php?lg=La 
kon), in open access, by A. Frangois (source: Pangloss Collection). 

■ Paradisec has collections with Lakon language materials including Arthur Capell's fieldnotes 
(AC2 (http://catalog.paradisec.org.au/collections/AC2)) and Digitised microfilm images from 
Pacific Manuscripts Bureau (PAMBU) (http://catalog.paradisec.org.au/collections/PAMBU). 
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